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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to analyze Thai women’s status and roles as represented in Khunying
Wimol Siripaiboon’s novels, renowned for her notable pen name “Thamayantee”, on how they
are interconnected to societal issues, i.e. domestic, social and political dimensions, as reflective
representations or the much sought-for sexual equality. The study also examines Thai women’s
status and roles towards the novels’ texts related to discourse, power, knowledge, reality and
social practices.

Instead of considering novel as a straightforward societal reality mirror, the study
relies on the concept that novel is one of refrangible and distorted representations of social reality
since these depend much on author’s perspective, perception, interpretation, values and
imagination. The research thus chooses to bring about the usage of discourse analysis framework
to analyze text’s patterns and rules employing Michel Foucault’s discourse in order to investigate
the relations of novels’ texts to institution connection, social practices and social beliefs.

Analyses reveal that the 16 novels’ texts of Khunying Wimol Siripaiboon, written
during 1967 - 2006, are by and large language construction mechanisms or discursive formations

related to her episteme or paradigm based on patriarchal system since her novels reflect female



status under two complicated tractions. On one hand, there is a traction which illustrates women
as progressing towards equality to that of men’s, while on the other hand they are expected to
follow the roles of devoted wives and dedicated moms simultaneously. It has been found that
these contending forces all finally fall under patriarchal norm, ending in male domination as
usual.

In the 16 novels, there are up to 13 novels of Khunying Wimol repeatedly represented
female stereotype according to patriarchal paradigm and portrayed females as binary opposite sex
to males precisely. As a result, these reflect her discourse construction power emphasized sexual
differences after all. However, there are only 3 novels represented women as equal to men.
Hence, Khunying Wimol’s discourse constructions are but social practices of repeating women’s
inequality and distorting women’s identity, status and roles following feminism concept until it
has been realized as mainstream discourse and integrated into the social fabrics. The author so far
has not constructed feminism discourse as one would expect, but rather had reflected female
restrictions towards texts’ contradiction, endlessly and repeatedly reproduced women’s ideology

on patriarchal context.



