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ABSTRACT

The objective of research are, (1) to study the status and roles of Noy and Nharn in
Lanna society in the past and at the present, (2) to study the problems and causes of changing of
status and roles of the Noy and Nharn, and (3) to find out the format and method in restoration of
status and roles of the Noy and Nharn.

Methodology is documentary as well as field work study. Sampling populations are Noy
aged 30 and above. Nharn aged 50 and above.General people,both male and female, aged, aged
50 and above. Totally of them are 140. scope of the study focuses on the area of Sangha
administration,division 7, which including 3 provinces they are, Chiang Mai, Lum Phun, Maehongson.
Process of colleeting the data is group discussions then, the group representatives are to be
selected to present data and to have dept — interview. Then the data are collected. The study is
revealed that the status and roles of Noy and Nharn in the past was found in 6 categories. They
are, 1. to be a leader 2.to be proficient in a traditional medical treatment 3. to be a skilful in
handicraft 4. to be proficient in arts and performance 5. due to his good education, he is eligible

to be a government officer 6. to be a guide in religious ceremony as well as to console the people



with astrology and magic. At the present, all outstanding status and roles of Noy and Nharn as
above — mentioned has been evaporated except one related conducting religious ceremony and of
being an astrologer and a magician.

The main causes of changing of the status and roles of Noy and Nharn are due to 3
factors. They are, 1. social factor 2. education factor 3.individual factor.These 3 factors cause
changing happened to Noy and Nharn themselves as well as the environment around them. The
condition of change can be both directly and indirectly.

Format and method suggesting for restoration of status and roles of Noy and Nharn are as
following. To develop Noy and Nharn and organizations concerned. To upgrade and overhaul the

ecclessiastcal education.To make cooperation emong various social sectors and organizations.



