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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to analyze the metaphysical and ethical concepts in
Lam Song ceremony in Manjakiri and Phrayun districts, Khon Kaen Province.

The study revealed that Lam Song ceremony in the study areas is the medium between
the two worlds which are spiritual and supernatural world and social world by various methods of
the ceremony. Consequently, it is the important demonstration of communication which is
obvious for exist of the two worlds. The demonstrations in the ceremony are not only the show
but they are the participations in the ceremony. Throughout the curing ceremony, relatives of the
patients participated in the ceremony all the time, so the treatment by Lam Song ceremony is not
only the relationship between a Master and a patient as of the modern medicine but it is also the
treatment upon the relationship between the belief to supernatural power, Lam Song Master and
patients, including the patients’ relatives.

The vision among nature of the world and humans in Lam Song ceremony are believed
that Phraya Thaen is the builder of the world, human beings and all things in the world,
determining, controlling, and caring all natures in the world, including human beings according
to his regulations. If ones do not follow such regulations, they will face various kinds of trouble

one. For those who follow the rules and worship, they will be happy and prosperous forever.



Additionally, when humans are sick, the ceremony has to be set up to ask Phraya Thaen and other
spirits to help treating that illness which the human is suffered.

The villagers who have faith in Lam Song ceremony believe the origin of humans
under Law of Karma of Buddhism, that is, humans once committed bad Karma in their Present
so they have to be born through those Karma and pay for them. At the same time, human beings
have to do good for a good Karma will resalf a good thing for their next lives. There is ethical
frame following Buddhist principles, indicating what should be done and what should not be
done.

I-san way of life (Heet Klong) in the doctrine of Kruba Lam Song in term of ethics for
life and society, political ethics apart from the Buddhism principles are all traditional Isan proper
way of life such as unity, generosity, gratefulness and humbleness.

The Law of Karma is the concept which I-san people received from Buddhist
philosophy. Prose poems (Klon Lam) of Kruba Lam Song which are analyzed in this study are
plenty of the believes in Karma, hell, heaven, sin and merit in order to teach people and help them
to realize the good and the bad and to think before committing something, as such commitment
can be related to Karma continuously across the worlds and lives, attached to the doer forever.
The Klon Lams there sung by Kruba Lam Song to treat patients in the ceremony are for reflecting
the concept of Law of Karma.

The important and prominent feature of the Lam Song ceremony is the weldune
mixture of the concepts and believes from several cultures i.e. Animism, Buddhism and
Brahmanism. They are well associated so this can be counted as local wisdom which reflects the

way of thinking in parallel with believes of their own without any doubts.



