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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this thesis are 1) to analyze the philosophical thought on Modham
rituals; 2) to analyze the importance of Modham ritual in local Isan medication treatment. The
methodology is documentary research, field work study, participation observation and dept
interview. Field work study is conducted at Nonsawang Temple, Makya sub-district,
Nongwuasaw, Udonthani Province.

The results of the study reveal that the philosophical thought in Modham ritual is
divided into 2categories,i.,e., metaphysical aspect and ethical aspect. the first one, metaphysical
aspects are composed of a belief in supernatural power, in spirit, believing that evil spirit may
harm human being. Animatism (mystic power) is the belief in Dharma and the belief in magic
power which are believed as a power of curing and protecting. And the popular Buddhism which
influences over local Isan people such as the power of some Buddha statues and the belief in
merit and kamma. The second one is ethical aspects, which are divided into 4 concepts, i.,e., on
value of goodness such as morality loving-kindness truth and giving, donation to religious
institution, following the tradition, having faith to triple gems, paying homage to Dhamma and
teachers, and following the precepts. On value of action which reflects to internal and external
one. In the secular level, it is aimed at maintaining one’s life happily and sufficiently, in the
highest aim, it is liberation. On the justification of action, it is relativism which follows the
Motham’s tradition. Addition to this is Buddhist justification which emphasizes on volition and

action.



The importance of Modham ritual is as follows. This local Isan medical treatment is
holistic one, which emphasizes on equanimity and harmony of body, mind, and environment. It
also shows alternativeness to Isan people who are not happy with modern medical treatment. It is
also provides spiritual needs to those who are in need, giving them moral support, making them

survived in the current of globalization.



