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ABSTRACT

The aim of this thesis are 1) to study Arjuna’s role and duty in the Bhagavad-Gita
according to Heidegger’s ethical ideas and 2) to study the idea of authenticity which is the basis
of ethics emerging in Heidegger’s ontological concept and use it to explain and interpret Arjuna’s
role and duty and finally, 3) to study ethical ideas in the Gita through Arjuna’s role and duty
cxisting in the Gita,

The study found that the idea of authenticity which is the condition of the possibility of
cthical idea can be used to explain Arjuna’s role and duty as an ethical chooser. In the Gita,
Arjuna in the first place has a feeling of despondency because he has to kill his own relatives and
those whom he respects in the war at Kuruksetra therefore, he choose to shun this war in order
that those ancient established moral laws remain the same. This act of Arjuna can be explained by
Heidegger’s theory of the They by which Arjuna is being dominated so he doesn’t own himself
fully and is in the mode of inauthenticity. However, Lord Krishna demands that he comeback to
his own authentic self, namely, Atman which is .his ownmost possibility. When Arjuna realizes
this truth, he soon learns about his finite that is his being a king whose duty is to fight in a war.
Although in doing so is a violation of these moral Jaws, it means that he choose his authentic
choice and if this is to be explained by Heidegger’s theory, Lord Krishna is Arjuna’s voice of
conscience, based on the idea that Atman is Brahman, which always demand arjuna to choose

from his own authentic self, and therefore, in this analysis Arjuna can not be separated from Lord



Krishna, says, Arjuna and Lord Krishna is one and the same person. In this choosing Arjuna is
independent of the They and choose his own authentic choice therefore, Arjuna is in the mode of
authenticity.

It is clearly be seen that the ethical ideas of both Heidegger’s and the Gita’s philosophy
are not based on the idea of goodness and badness but on the basis that one who makes an ethical
decision makes a decision from one’s own authentic self or not. It the ethical ideas based on the

motive from the higher Self beyond ordinary phenomena.



