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ABSTRACT

The research aims to study character creating techniques and the character’s
roles that influenced themes. in the Lanna version of Yasodhard Nibbana. The study
found that Yasodhard Nibbana was originally written in Pah and later spread to all
regions in Thailand. The manuscripts found in northern region differed from others in
that they were the most perfect collections of Yasodhara Bimba from her birth as
Sumitta in the period of Dipankara Buddha to the time where she was the wife of
Prince Siddhattha. After ordination, she reached Arahantship. When Nivara was
coming close, Yasodhara Bimba asked for the Buddha’s audience to ask for his
' forgiveness and to ask for a farewell. In so doing, she told about stories in her
_prévious lives where she had offended, harmed, scoldéd, and caused humiliations and
difficulties to the Buddha, and that in some previous existences she and the Buddha
had made merit together.

The result of the study found that the Lanna version of Yasodhara Nibbana has
59 stories, where 52 of them are exactly the same as the Pali version, only 7 are
different. It was found that the different ones was the result of change and
modification to fit local tales or chronicles. The author created the character

Yasodhara as human and animal, which were both realistic and idealistic: The
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character’s ways of life were determined by their own deeds, that is, to show the
power of merit deeds; and sinful deeds, which were in line with the Buddhist thought
of merit accumulation and samsara or the endless cycle of birth and suffering and
death and rebirth--the important theme of the story.  The author had given
Yasodhard’s crucial role in supporting the Bodhisattva to reach enlightenment, thus
became the Buddha directly and indirectly.



