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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to study the changes in the ideas, way of life, the family and
roles of the ladies of the inner court as a result of westernization, from the reign of
King Rama IV to King Rama VI. It was during this period that western thoughts and
culture flowed continuously into the royal palace.

The “ladies of the inner court” refers to women with the royal titles of chao fa
down to mom chao, and those who were queens, consorts with royal children (chao
chom manda) and consorts with no offsprings (chao chom). They lived in accordance

with a tradition under rules and regulations that had been in force for generations.



]

In addition, the King’s wishes and preferences were also significant influences in the
ways court life was conducted. In fact, westernization that occurred in the palace from
the reign of King Ram IV onwards was strongly impacted by the consequences of
royal preferences.

The result of the study shows that the reactions of the inner court ladies to
westernization varied depending on the differences in ranks, posts, educational
background, perception of the west, family attitudes and individual ideas. There were
two types of adjustments: adjustment in the way of life and adjustment in both the
roles of housewives and as social workers. It is evident that they were in line with the
wishes of the royally. These adjustments led to changes in the image of those in the
royal ranks as they reflected a civilized culture and values appropriate for the era.
Although it was something new for the inner court ladies to have a role to play in the
public arena, the role was still confined within the familiar traditional settings that
they were accustomed to. It was only a shift from the palace grounds to public space.

The adaptations in the way of life and roles by the inner court ladies moved in
conjunction with the relaxation of certain traditional rules of conduct. The traditional
practice of raising a curtain surrounding the ladies when they moved about in public
places was a case inpoint. It began to loosen in King Chulalongkorn’s reign and was
abandoned in the reign of King Rama VI. Moreover, the changes of places of
residence as some of the inner court ladies started to move out of the Grand Palace to
the Suan Dusit Palace, Suan Sunantha, Suan Nok and other palaces since King
Chulalongkorn’s reign caused their gradual dispersion, as well as the relaxation of the
strict traditional rules. On the other hand, the roles of the inner court ladies in social
welfare increased. Their values were recognized and transmitted to the society at large

till present days.



