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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this independent study on “Information Exposure on Eco-Tourism
of Chiang Mai University Students” are: (1) to investigate demographic information of the
sample group regarding sex, year of study, faculty of study, residence, monthly income and
participation in ecotourism activities and (2) to study the volume of exposure to ecotourism
information and the characteristics of using ecotourism information of the sample group in
making travel decisions.

A survey of 380 Social Sciences and Humanities Program students in Chiang Mai
University was conducted using a questionnaire. Data was analyzed using the computer
program SPSS for Windows. Statistics calculated include frequency, percentage, mean,
standard deviation and Chi-square. A standard statistical significance level of 0.05 was used
for hypothesis testing,

The findings of the study are as follows:

1. It was found that the largest groups of respondents were female, were second year

students, were studying in the Faculty of Business Administration, were Chiang
Mai Province residents, had monthly incomes between 3,001-4,000 baht, and

most had participated in ecotourism activities previously.



2. It was found that student exposure to ecotourism information came primarily from
watching television more than from any other media. Students reported receiving
ecotourism from television on average once a month, for less than one hour each
time. Usually this information was received on a weekend or holiday. Most
respondents said that they felt the information reccived about ecotourism from
mass media was more reliable than that from other sources, and was the primary
source of information used in making travel decisions. The most frequent reasons
cited for choosing specific ecotourism destinations were for adventure,
excitement, recreation and learning about nature, in that order,

Finally, the study found that students who. had previously participated in ecotourism

activities usually were exposed to more ecotourism information from the mass than the

students who had never participated in such activities.



