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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study the demand for and feasibility of establishing a
tourism-oriented community library at the Suthep Sub-district Tambon Administrative Office
(TAQ), Mueang“ District, Chiang Mai Province. Suthep Sub-district consists of 14 villages with a
total of 6,104'. households and 17,271 people. It was.selected for the study as the Sub-district
includes many important tourist attractions including temples (Wat Phrathat Doi Suthep, Wat
Umong, etc.), natural beauty including waterfalls, forested areas, two zoos (one‘ traditional and
one open), plus other ‘cultural features such as the Doi Pui Hmang Village.

The study was conducted using semi-structured interviews with a total of 170 individuals.
This group included 50 Thai tourists, 50 international tourists (from Asia, Europe and America),
and 70 residients of the Suth'e}p Sub-district. Ten residents were randomly chose from each of
seven categorieé: (1) TOA Committee Members and other TOA meiﬂf;ers; (2) monks; (3) village
headmen, chairperson and member of various community groups including women’s groups,

- cooperatives, handicraft makmg groups, etc.; (4) teachers; (5) secondary school students and

college students; (6) individuals with special abilities in the area, e.g., traditional musicians,



traditional massage therapists, and traditional herbalists; (7) other local residents. All persons
selected were interviewed individually and privately.

Base on the survey results, it was found that local people from Suthep Sub-district would
like the Suthep TOA to establish a library for tourism. They feel that the library would be useful
as a center of information, a center for development of knowledge, and a source of increased
understanding in the information age which would allow people to be informed on current
economic, social and political issues as well as on issues related to the local culture and
environment. In addition to the above direct benefits for themselves, the local people also favored
the library promotion of tourism, both as a source of information for tourists and as an attraction
to increase tourist interest in the Sub-~district.

Tourists, both That and international, felt that a library for tourism should be established
to provide a central source of information for tourists and a source of publicizing the area to the
outside world. Respondents felt that a library should be established at the TOA offices, at tourist
sites, and as an internet website.

Based on an analysis of the data obtained from both local residents plus foreign and Thai
tourists, a possible model of the library for tourism was developed. With this model, the TOA
would make use of the library to further the existing Sub-district policy of promoﬁng continuing
education, providing information {o residents of the Sub-district, and development of tourism and
tourist sites in the Sub-district including improving the tambon internet system and existing

website (WWW.snthep.net).



