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Abstract

The objectives of the comparative study of the concept of Good Will in Kant's
Moral Philosophy and Buddhist Philosophy are to reailize and understand the concept of the
good will in Kant's Moral Philosophy and to find out similarities and differences between
them.

It was found that the basic idea in Kant's Moral Philosophy is the concept of
-“Good Will". The only thing that is good without qualification is the good will. Thatis to say,
the good will alone is good in all circumstances and in that sense is an absolute or
unconditioned good. We may also describe it as the only thing that is good in itself. And
the goodness of the good will is not derived from the goodness of the results which it
produces. For Kant, the good will does not aim at producing resuits.

In addition, Kant holds that the good will is manifested in acting for the sake of
duty. A human action is morally good, not because it is done from immediate inclinations or

sensual pleasures but because it is done from the sake of duty. For Kant, the good wil! is



the cause of good actions and it is the supreme principle of moral judgement. He holds that
such principlé is certainty. Hence we may call him “Absolutism”.

From the comparative study, it was found that the most of views in Kant's Moral
Philosophy are similar fo the Buddhist Philosophy. Both Kant and Buddhist Philosophy are
Absolutism because they hold that there is a certainty principle for judging human actions.
Both Kant and Buddhist Philosophy pﬁt emphasis on the cause of action. Kant has the good
will and the bad will. In Buddhist Philosophy, the wholesome roots or Kusala — mula :
generosity or Alobha, non — hatred or Adosa and wisdom or Amoha are the causes of
meritorious actions or right conducts. On the contrary, the unwholesome roots or Akusala ~
mula : greed or Lobha, hatred or Dosa and delusion or Moha are the causes of
demeritorious actions or wrong conducts. In addition, Kant and Buddhist Phitlosophy’s
ideas on duty are similar that they both hold that the good actions are done from the sake of
duty.

The difference of both views is the concept of the feelings. Kant believes that the
feelings or inclinations are not the cause of good actions. In the other words, both the
positive feelings and the negative feelings are the cause of bad actions. On the contrary,
Buddhist Philosophy holds that the positive feelings such as loving — kindness, friendliness
are the cause of good actions.

Summarizing, we can state that the most of views in Kant's Moral Philosophy are

simifar to Buddhist Philosophy but not all.



