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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study, “Images of ‘Northern Women® from Late 25th to Early
26th Centuries (BE.)” aims at :

1) to find out the social attitudes which has affected the images of northern women
from late 25th to early 26;th centuries (B.E.) that are related to politics and
economics including the societies in which life-styles and conception are determined.

2) to find out important factors which can possibly create certain influential attitudes
towards northern women. A

The study -reveals that the attitudes of Lanna and Siam societies have - affected the
images of northern women. The different bases of politics, economics, and societies between
Lanai and Siam affect the attitudes of the Siamese elite to look down upon all classes of the
northern women. Such attitudes, as a matter of fact, leads to the rectum of Siaﬁese royalty

to resist thereby result attempts to improve, create and refine the Lanai culture in such a way



that it reflects the unique feature of Lanai culture. The northern women are then served as
the principal presenter of the unique culture by means of the costumes, hair style, grace and
beauty.

The continuity of the relationship between Lanai and Siam leads to the changing
of the images of northern women. In addition, the expansion of local middle class which
has thus contributed to the images of the northern women to be more complex. For certain
reasons, this local middle class has deliberately selected some characteristics of northern
women that leads to the falrication of certain images to snit their benefits. The point is the
local capitalists can utilize publishing media to reflect their attitudes regarding northern
women. Such an action has had an impact on some images of northem women; which turmns
out to be dominant and therefore influences social thinking. Some other impact cannot
create social acknowledgment; while some gradually disappear.

Another factor that has caused the creation of the images of northern women
among the local capitalists has more influence in the society and has led to the promotion of
tourism in northern Thailand on the government level.

Besides, not only the images of northern women which the local capitalists and
the government create in response to their economic benefits, but, there are also the images
of northern high class women which show the achievement of their own roles by
presenting themselves as the members of Thai high class society which particularly
emphasizes the allegiance of the Chakri dynasty.

It is hoped that the result of this study will be beneficial to the development of the
true traits of Thai women. Ar understanding of women virtue without adopting some existing

iméges would help developing human resource plans.



