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Abstract

The problem of metaphysical truths has been critically
discussed since Greek philosophy until now. The purpose of
metaphysical enquiry is the search for the existence of reality and
the nature of reality.

After Kant’s coritique of philosophy, most = western
philosophers remayk that an enquiry into metaphysical +truths is
impossible.

Ayer’s view as expressed in his first philosophy - book is
this; metaphysical statements are meaningless. Later, he puts it in
his" Logical Positivism"; that metaphysical statements are meaningful
in ordinary usage. Ayer’s rejection and elimination of
nmetaphysics has an effect on philosophical thinking and philosophy’s
function in the future.

The aim of this thesis, therefore, is to study Ayer’s
reasoning on metaphysics and This view on the legitimate function of

philosophy .




The conclusion of this thesis is that the reality in Ayer’s
view, could be found only in the realm of the empirical world. The
activity of philosophizing is essentially analytic. Language is an
important instrument for the communication of facts in the world of
sense. The central thesis is that any genuine proposition must be
either an analytic or empirically verifiable statement. The
metaphysical utterances, such as substance, first principle, Being,
and Absolute,cannot be verified and denote nothing.

According to Ayer’s criterion, all genuine knowledge is
synthetic and therefore empirically verifiable. As for instance,
"There are mountains on the other side of the moon." But the
assertlons of metaphysics are in principle unverifiable, as for
instance, "There 1is a reality underlying the world of phenomena."
Likewise, the metaphysical statement as,” There is a first principle,"
cannot. - point to cases to the word which it is applied in the way in
which we can point to cases to which "tree" or '"chair" is used.
Therefore the assertions are mearingless and based on a wrong use of
linguistic expressions. _ |

Later, Ayer recogizes that metaphysical statements may
still have meaning in ordinary usage. However, our ordinary
linguistic practices are not sufficiently sensitive to the demands of

philosophical propriety .




The philosopher in Ayer’s view, besides his ability to
define symbols and provide accurate definitions, thereby making
philosophical statements clear and empirically meaningful, is one who
is capable of understanding the propositions of science in order that
he will be able to make substantial contributions towards the growth
of human knowledge.

Yet there remains a point to be discussed, although admitted
by the author of this dissertation, that is the Ultimate Truth by its
very nature, is not accessible to the senses but its can be

established by pure thinking, as intuitive knowledge.




