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ABSTRACT

This study was made with two objectives in view :

1. To find out concepts and beliefs related to behaviors
violating traffic rules.

2. To determine the relationship between concepts and beliefs
which lead to breaking traffic rules.

The 400 target subjects for the collecting of data are people
who use driving vehiclés within Chiang Mai City municipal area which
comprise three classes of drivers (1) drivers of private cars, (2)
drivers of public vehicles and (3) motor-cyclists and which wvary in
sexX, age, and occupation.

Interviewing with set questionnaire was the method used in
collecting data. The interviewers were selected Chiang Mai University

students with previous training in gathering data for research work.




The questionnaire consists of two parts, The first part is concerned
with personal information regarding using vehicles and roads and
behaviors violating traffic rules and regulations. The second part
aims at getting their concepts and beliefs relating to road accidents.
and other traffic problems.

The research reveals that 68 % of the total subjects (373
persons) are of the opinion that traffic rules are not sufficiently
followed. This may be due to, ineffective enforcement of the laws and
unsuitability of some current traffic rules. These factors make people
respect law only in certain situations and circumstance.

In regard to ideal and beliefs concerning traffic accidents,
the majority of the subjects do not believe that fate, misfortune,
auspicious moments, colour of vehicle, religious rites, amulets and
fetishes, have relations with any traffic mishaps. They rather believe
that carelessness, hurry, and negligence of traffic rules are the
major causes of traffic troubles and ofher traffic problems.

From the study, it may be pointed out that a large number of
people understand that the real causes or rather the origin of the
causes of traffic troubles can be traced back to personal habits, and
the conditions of traffic roads which include technical factors.
Therefore, in educating people in order that traffic problems may be
solved or reduced, their knowledge and understanding of
traffic problems, must be utilized in such a manner that they become
traffic-conscious, always giving thought to '"Safety First,", and

successfully develop safety habits.




