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Abstract

The purpose of the thesis is +to understand some aspechs
of Buddhism related to the discussions on state, government, governor,
‘clients, poliﬁical systems and political authérities. The result of
the thesis can be used for enhancing a political theory on Buddhism and
can  be beneficial for directing ways in solving political problems in
Thai society as well.

Political concepts in Suttanta. Pitaka'are found in two main
siittras : Aggaﬁﬁa Suttra and Cakkavatti Suttra.

o In Aggaﬁ%a Sﬁttfa, the éspects on state and government in
ﬁuddhism are found. The important issue which is raised is +the
réjectién 6f ﬂhe Byﬁhmaqa caste system whose origin stemmed from +the
idea of distribution of works.in society. The reason given Lﬁ word
Buddha to support his rejection of the caste system was based ‘;n

reasonable principles and historical facts. The second issue that is



found is concerned with social philosophy. Human ‘value can be
evaluated by considering human activity (kamma) not by birth as
proposed in the Brﬁhmana system. The third issue which is found is
Buddhist social contract theory.

cakkavatti Suttra explained that the origins of political
authority are based on "Buddhist practice" (Dhamma). ﬁhammikka state
is the result of .governor’s ruling as suggested in the Lord
Buddha’s teachings.

In addition to these two main suttras, other suttras are also
included in order to support them. Based on the idea of Buddhism in
emphasizing the quality of the governor, many suttras have proposed
seveﬁa] dhammas for a governor +to follow such as Rajadhamma,
Cakkavatti-vatradhamma, Rajasangahavatthu, etc.

The main topics in Buddhism do not include the ideas of
"political rights and liberty in its religious and moral prominence. It
is analysed that the ideas concerning rights and 1iberty. are as
follows : the use of personal basic rights such as the five precepts,
the abolition of slavery system and the use of reasonable principles
to solve any problem that might have occurred.

The conclusion is that, from the Buddhist point of view, the
ideas about political forms, governor, political authority, rights,
liberty and equality contain the same objective. That is, to create
ultinate benefit from any political form and technique for everybody’s

happiness and well being.



