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Abstract

This dissertation aims at a critical study on the‘attitudes of
Theravada Buddhism in relation to agnosticism in order to find out
what are precisely the Buddhist philosophical views and attitudes
toward certain indeﬁerminate questions.

The study begins with the survey of agnosticism ‘in western
philosophy determining its meaning origin and its history.It is found
that  Buddhism = has nothing to do with agnosticism, much less,
skepticism as found in the western systems of thought. This is
because Buddhist theory of knowledge claims that human beings are
capable of realizing a degree of truth, and capable of realizing
the ultimate truth.

In dealing with the Undetermined Questions (Avya—kata—fanha).
it is found that,philosophically, the Buddha’s attitude is clear-cut.,

~and his  silence on those questions cannot be construed = as




agnosticism. There arereasons for his silence,one of which is purely
pragmatic, viz.; the questions are not relevant to the goal of
religious life. In addition, the Buddha’s answers to those guestions
may create a misunderstanding among those who come after. As a matter
of fact when one understands .the Buddha’s teachings such as the -
Dependent. Origination, the Four Noble Truths, the Five Aggregates,
the No-Soul, etc., the Undetermined Questions become meaningléss all
at once.

Therefore, we can definitely say that Buddhism, far from being
agnostic, very clearly states that a man can attain the knowledge of
the ultimate reality.

Buddhism maintains definite attitudes toward metaphycical
questions following the example of the Buddha, that is, if the
questions do not lead to the right understanding of human ills and
sufferings and their. proper- elimination, the Buddha will not answer

them and keep silence.




