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Abstract

John Stuart Mill regards The Greatest Happiness Principle as a moral
standard; all human actions are motivated by happiness. Happiness alone is
the ultimate end of actions. Happiness for Mill means the greatest
happiness of all the persons affected by an action. Right or good actions
are actions that promote such happiness, wrong or bad actions tend to
produce the reverse of happiness. Other rules and virtues are secondary to
the greatest happiness. If they are not related the greatest happiness,
they will not be accepted.

Further more Mill puts emphasis on quality not quantity of happiness:
because he believes that all human beings possess higher faculties and are
able to distinguish quality from quantity of happiness, sense of dignity
forbid them from seeking lower pleasure. Mill also emphasizes that a bad
or good action is judged by its consequences, if the consequences of an
action are good, then the action is considered to be good and right.

Mill's philosophy was criticized by other philoseophers that happiness
was not the ultimate end, duty and rules should be the end of actions.
Besides, good or bad actions are not decided merely by consequences, the
means and the agent should alsc be taken into consideration. _

The objective of the present study of Mill's utilitarianism is tc findewl
whether or not Mill's Greatest Happiness Principle can be the moral standard.’

The result of this study shows that Mill's arguments to support his
posittiontthat (the greatest happiness is the ultimate end of human action?
are inadequate therefore his Greatest Happiness Principle cannot be the
moral standard, From our analysis we find that duty and moral rules of

conduct are generally more relevant and reliable. Good actions cannot be



decided only by consequences, the means adopted and the agents' motives or

intentions must also be considered.



