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Abstract

The objectives of the independent study on the local wisdom and the land
use system for conserving forest resource were 1) to study the process in proceeding
the locat wisdom that related to the environment conservation especially the forest
resources 2} to study the effectivengess in using local wisdom related to land use system
that help conserve forest resource. The population of the sample group was the
members of Karen community that situated in the Mae Toei watershed and using the
land for cycling harvest. The size of the population was 120 persons. The data was
gathered by questionnairing, interviewing of the community leaders and elder, and by
cbservation. The data was then analyzed by descriptive statistic including the

frequency distribution, percentage and single variance analytical statistic.



The findings were 1) The Karen inherited their local wisdom from generation
to generation in the form of beliving custom, and culture of the community. This wisdom
was passed on through the ritual and process of folk culture proceeding.
2) Effectiveness of using local wisdom in land using to conserve the forest resource.
The rotation crop pattern was the wisdom on using land that the Karen people have
learnt from their experience and rotation from their parrent. It was in the form of
Iearning process and the action was from the direct experience from trial-and-error
learning, this created the knowledge’. This base knowledge has been passed on for a
very long time and was controlled by rules, regulation and taboo in the form of the
beliefs in ‘spiritual power. It was done to prevent the nagative to effect to the
environment and natural resources and also the harmful effects to the relationship of
people in the community.

Moreover, it has been found from the study that the Karen people nowadays
had adapted the way of using their land in forest fallow. Some plots were used even
more frequently to avoid extending the plot to the new piece of land. These were factors
that influenced to the change in the land use pattern. The successful of birth-control
campaign that reduced the amount of population, ability in receiving information and
understanding of the effects to the natural resources and environment in the local area,
including the controliing of government authorities in using of the watershed area
caused human to live in the environment without destroying it for the sustainabily

development.





