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ABSTRACT

This research is designed to study indigenous knowledge and behavior of
traditional healers on using herbs for medication, and to study the process of leaming and
transmitting medicinal herbs for curing and relieving diseases. In addition, the study is
concentrated on the practitioners' awareness of ownership rights of such medicinal plants
in order that they can transmit their traditional knowledge and experiences to others in
coping with health issues aside from modem remedy.

It is a qualitative study, which is conducted through in-depth interview and
participant observation. In this regard, ten well-known practitioners are selected as case studies.

The findings of this study have revealed that the people usually go to the hospital
first when they get sick. If they are not satisfied with the remedy, they will turn to
traditional healers. However, it is discovered that some villagers choose to go first to
local practitioner as in the past. Incase they did not get cured, they will go to see the modern
doctor. Otherwise, they may use both services at-the same time, but ina different context.

The factors influencing the patient's decision-making in medical service selection
involve a number of reasons such as individual belief, confidence, economic and social
backgrounds, and environment. However, the villagers are wise enough to decide by

themselves on this maftter.



The recent study conducted at Chom Thong District indicates that indigenous herbs
are wisely used for curing in many communities. It is regarded as an alternative for the
patients according to their socioeconomic status. The outstanding point of traditional heals
is that his medical treatment includes both physical and mental remedies. Moreover, it is
extended to the patient's family and kinsmen because the ailment is also concerned with
other factors prevalent in the community. Traditional doctor's long practices and
experiences can fit into his community lifestyles and perpetuate that ethnicity.

Each folk practitioner had learned and accumulated over times his kj;owledge and
experiences in curing diseases either through direct practice or from kinsmen or elderly
healers in face-to-face learning manner. Such pracfice is usually memorized rather than
recording, and it is selected, modified and applied according to individual case.

As regards the causes affecting the folk remedy continuity, owing to the rapid
changes such a leaming and transmitting process of traditional curing technique is
currently affected to an extent that it cannot move in parallel with modemn medical
treatment. Consequently, it is now on the verge of drastic decline and will become
obliterated at large.

In connection with the Intellecting property right of their medical practice, all the
folk doctors are quite aware of protecting and perpetuating the medicinal herbs. In
addition, they are much conscious of personal rights under modern law to preserve and
patent them for the benefit of indigenous doctors who have been practicing it since early
times. They also need the govermnment supports to review the direction of medical
developments in 2 way that the folk medicine can be developed in parallel with modern
medication. The reason why the folk healers and herbal medicine have been existing along
with Thai society since the ancient times is that the traditional remedy is still suitable to,

and consistent with, rural folk Lan Na lifestyles.



