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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study the situation and the system on
herbs' community, the level of participation on herbs' conservation by villagers and
the relevant factors in participation on herbs' conservation by villagers. The study
sampie consisted of 171 village members in Ban Thung-Yao Tom bon Sri-Bua-Ban,
Amphoe  Muang Changwat Lamphun , 7 informants on herbs, 6 youth
representatives and 6 representatives of herb users' members in village. This study
utiized quantitative and gqualitative methodology by using questionnaires,
-observation, indepth-interview and focus group discussion. Data was analyzed
using descriptive statistics, such as percentage, standard deviation, mede, ¢hi-
square, and also content analysi.s.

The results of the study showed that more than 200 kinds of herbs were found
in the forest, but they were not documentied. There were about 80 kinds of herbs

which could be identified. Each of them has been used as medicine which was



produced, consumed or sold according to its usefulness. Residence in the
community were involved dealing with herbs directly and indirectly. Knowledge of
herbs has been communicated through parents, relatives and traditional learning
and practicing processes. In the past, herbs were potentially managed by culture,
norms and beliefs of the community in assoctation with the rules of community
forest. Nowadays, herbs have been being Qsed more. Nevertheless, the villagers
still conserved them according to their culture, norms, beliefs, ancestors’ thoughts,
and traditional healer in addition to various activities to preserve them eg. education,
training and grouping programs.

The results 6f the guantitative study showed that most of the people studied
were male, aging between 36-45, completed primary education, and living in the
community for more than 20 years. They were agricultural workers, and used to be -
in agricultural group. Most of them have been members of the agriculture group.
They rarely used herbs existing from the community forest, but used only home
grown herbs for medicine or home consumption. Some were applied for disease
treatment, and symptomatic treatment such as; headache, and fever. Aduits were
found using herbs extensively. |

Most of the residents in the community had knowledge in herbs' conservation.
But they cooperated in the activities of herbs' conservation moderately.

Factors statistically correlated with the participation on herbs’ conservation
were length of stay in the community and the use of herbs in a certain way.

This study suggested to government that it should promote organization
networking for the strengthening the network system and co-operation. Additionally,
it should promote non government organizations to join learning, herbs' use and
herbs’ conservation activities. Community should build a the strong network to

empower itself for learning and herbs' conservation for biodiversity.



