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Abstract

The purpose of this study was focused on the application of the primary health care
concept into the oral health i)olicy, and the implementation process to put the policy of the
project of oral health surveillance in primary school into practice at the national level. The study
process included the reviewing, analyzing and criticizing of the documents or related research
papers published from the starting year of the program in 1984 to 1997. The analysis was based
on the four strategies of the primary health care concept: people participation or community
involvement, appropriate technology, re-oriented basic health service, and the intersectoral
collaboration, as well as using the concept of fallacies of health program by Polgar (1963)

The findings from this study showed that even the program of oral health surveillance

and promotion in primary school that based on the four strategies of the primary health care



concept has been implemented for more than 10 years, it did not reach the goal and objective of
the primary health care, that was the self reliance of the community. The initiators of the program
did not have a clear understanding of the main concepts and strategies of the primary health care.
Moreover, the program was failed into the bureaucratic strap and into the fallacies of health
program of Polgar the main fallercies were the community was lacked of knowledge and
capacity, the oral health program was separated from the gencral health program, and program
would be appropriated in every community.

The recommendation in order to improve the program is to clarify the concept and
strategies of primary health care in all level of public health workers. The oral health surveillance
project should be used only as a tool to develop the self- reliance of the community to increase
community participation, decrease the top—down attitude, and centralization. The evaluation

process of the project should focused on the dynamic change of community development



