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ABSTRACT

Hydropower scheduling problem is complicated because it has both
hydraulic and electric constraints. The problem also presents a coordination difficulty
between irrigation and electricity generation plans. This thesis proposes a hydropower
scheduling procedure, applied from economic dispatch and unit commitment
problems, to determine optimal electricity generation for the Bhumibol hydro power
plant. The key strategies are to (1) consider water supply of hydro power plant
equivalent to fuel cost of thermal power plant and (2) evaluate the water value
obtained from hydroelectricity generation based on avoidable fuel cost. The avoidable
fuel cost can be determined from solving generation scheduling problem considering
only power generation from thermal plants as well as purchases and contracts from
power suppliers, without hydroelectricity generation. -

It is proposed that the operation costs of hydroelectricity generation
comprise of cost of water supply, start-up cost, and maintenance cost. The water cost
of each generating unit was calculated from its prototype hill diagram by representing
water discharge as a quadratic function of power output. The hydro power plant has
multiple sets of cost functions to account for variable heads. As a result, the water
discharge can be minimized by maintaining a hydro turbine to operate at its maximum
conversion efficiency.

The hydropower scheduling was formulated as a nonlinear optimization
problem and solved by using the modified lambda-iteration method. Two objective
functions were considered, i.e., to minimize water discharge and to maximize energy
generation. The equality constraints are hourly power and energy balances as well as
hourly water discharges. The inequality constraints are generation capacity limits,
turbine flow limits, and reservoir volume limits. Water spillage was neglected. The
proposed solution algorithm was successfully implemented by using the hourly load
and generation data of the Bhumibol hydro power plant in the year 2004.

The simulation results may be divided into two sections. To maintain
runtime of each generating unit, the first section keeps unit status in each hour as
reported in the actual scheduling plan. By minimizing water discharge and
maintaining energy generation as reported in the actual scheduling plan, the total
water savings over the year were 63.63 million cubic meters, which is equivalent to
1.39 percent of annual water release. On the other hand, by maximizing energy



generation and maintaining water discharge as reported in the actual scheduling plan,
the total energy surpluses over the year were 15,313.01 megawatt-hours, which is
equivalent to 1.37 percent of annual energy production. The second section neglects
runtime of each generating unit and sets dispatch order based on its conversion
efficiency. By minimizing water discharge and maintaining energy generation as
reported in the actual scheduling plan, the total water savings over the year were
104.82 million cubic meters, which is equivalent to 2.28 percent of annual water
release. On the other hand, by maximizing energy generation and maintaining water
discharge as reported in the actual scheduling plan, the total energy surpluses over the
year were 25,641.68 megawatt-hours, which is equivalent to 2.38 percent of annual
energy production.

By using the quadratic cost functions, the daily average difference
between actual and calculated water discharges was 0.42 million cubic meters. The
calculated water discharges over the year 2004 was less than the actual discharges by
154.51 million cubic meters (3.26 percent).

To calculate the avoidable fuel cost, the hourly generation scheduling
solutions of the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT) were
determined and the hourly average and marginal fuel costs were calculated. The
weighted average and marginal costs were then defined and calculated to reflect
hourly demand variation. It was found that the weighted average and marginal fuel
costs in the year 2004 were 1.2963 and 1.7988 Baht/kilowatt-hour, respectively.
Given a water rate of hydroelectricity generation in cubic meters/kilowatt-hour, the
economic value of hydroelectricity in unit of Baht/cubic meter can be evaluated
accordingly.



