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ABSTRACT

This research was aimed at comparing modal particles between Thai and Chinese
languages appeared in the soap operas and proposing the guidelines for teaching modal particles
to the Chinese students leaning Thai as a foreign language. The target group included the modal
particles in the sentences coming in 4 forms, namely, notifying, instructing, asking for an answer,
and specific type sentences in Chinese language. Four hundred sentences were selected from each
language soap opera - a Thai soap opera titling Dok Som See Thong and a Chinese soap opera
titling Du Lala’s Protion. The research instruments included the forms for analyzing the modal
particles in Thai and Chinese, and the form for evaluating the guidelines for teaching modal
particles to the Chinese students learning Thai as a foreign language.

The findings revealed that there were more modal particles in Thai than in Chinese.
Regarding the communicative modes, if was found that the Thai modal particles came mostly in
form of notifying sentence followed by the instructional one. The least appeared form of modal
particle usage was asking for an answer. For the Chinese, the mostly used form was that of notifying
followed by the instructing one. The least appeared form was the asking for answer sentence. In
regard to the specific type of Chinese sentence in Chinese language being explainable by Chinese
syntax, there were some modal particles as well. In regard to the appropriateness of the guidelines

for teaching the modal particles, the experts evaluated that they were appropriate in every aspect.



