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ABSTRACT

The objective of this qualitative research was to study image building of behaviors
related to sex and AIDS among adolescents with regards to their parents, friends and
teachers. Data were collected from 12 teenagers aged 15-19 years by using in-depth
interviews, group discussion, participant observation, non-participant observation and
Participatory Rural Appraisal techniques (PRA). Data were classified and analyzed in
relation to the conceptual framework. The descriptive summary of the research is as follows.

The results of this study revealed that teenage behaviors can be divided into three
groups: single teenagers, teenagers with girlfriends or boyfriends but no sexual intercourse,
and teenagers who have sexual intercourse. It was found that sexual intercourse had an
important impact on image building of teenagers. Teenagers who have sexual experience are
likely to build a more complicated image.

The study of reasons behind the image building showed that parents and teachers
were of most concern for teenagers when building image. School regulations were applied by
teenagers to define characteristics of their image. Friends were the least concern for teenagers

when building image although friends have powerful influences on the surface of the image.



In addition, the result of this study revealed that childhood nurture, level of
communication about sex and AIDS with parents, friends and teachers, the teaching of sex
education, teenage self-esteem, and teaching of gender roles in Thai society were factors
affecting image building toward sex and AIDS.

There was something hidden behind the image building of teenagers through
sex- and AIDS- related behaviors. Through childhood socialization, teenagers learned the
expectation of their parents regarding sexual behavior. To avoid being scolded and hurting
their parents’ feeling, teenagers adapted the expectations to create a model of their image.
As a result, teenagers with sexual deviation have a more complicated image than teenagers
who follow their parents’ expectations. However, in the foreground, the image shown is that
of a teenager who obeys and behaves in line with the frame of sex and AIDS set by the
parents.

Friends were considered influential factors on image building through behaviors
related to sex and AIDS. Since teenagers like to get together with friends who share the same
point of view and interest, they tend to adapt values and expectations of their group as a
model of their image. Therefore, the background image somehow derives from the sexual
behavior of the group. However, in the foreground, being a modern teenager who is not
old-fashioned and a good member of the group is the image shown to their friends. Thus, the
image was different from that shown to parents, even in similar situations, due to the
different relations with friends and parents.

The study of image building through behaviors related to sex and AIDS of
teenagers shown to teachers revealed that male and female teenagers show different sexual
behaviors according to gender differences. Most teenagers try to build an image to maintain
good relations with their teachers as well as to avoid being punished for violating school
regulations. The background of the image building was preparation of the actors and scene
setting. In the foreground of image building, there were definite steps in the construction of

evidence and witnesses in order to appear in conformity with written school regulations.



