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ABSTRACT

This research on jargons of the Indie youngsters’ subculture was to study the
way of thinking and language usage of the Indie subculture. The information was
collected through participant observation, and informal interview with the 4
youngsters representing the Indie youngster. These informants were 16-20 years old
and resided in Mueang Chiang Mai area.

It was found that the jargons used to express the identity of the Indie
youngster study cases totaled 136 words all together. The words could be classified
into 5 groups: (1) self-created jargons, (2) jargons evolved from old terms, (3) jargons
imitated those used in the media, (4) jargons taken from English word, and (5) jargons
heard spoken by other people. The jargons were used semantically without new
syntax. A word was used to replace the old term normally used in the sentence
commonly used by other people to suit the situation. The aims included to tease, to
talk behind one’s back, to ask and respond, to engage in general conversation that did
not need accuracy or clarity. All these usages reflected the way in which identity of
self and subculture was constructed. Besides the jargon, the Indie youngsters had
reinforced their culture through the gesture, dress, and other expression. They
selectively used the jargons to fit the space which varied.



