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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the preparation, prevention and
solution of child and youth problems in the community, and identity measures in the
prevention and solution of such problems. The researcher employed a participatory action
research process in this study by involving the researcher and team members, including a
Buddhist monk, chair of the child and youth group, and villagers. Various data collection
were used, including methods focus group discussion, formal and informal interviews,
community mapping, problem prioritization, participatory and non-participatory observation.
The research team collected data in participatory manner at every step, analysed the data in
line with the conceptual framework, and presented the results, as follows.

In general, adults in the village saw the children and youth as divided into various
behavioral groups, with both good and undesired behavior. For example, some groups drank
alcohol, were noisy and aggressive without listening to the adult warnings and advice. They
influenced younger generations, showing bad patterns of behaviors and upset their families
and villagers in general. This situation also occureed among children and youth in other rural
communities. However, the Ban Pajoo community differed from other communities in that
the villagers were aware of the problems occurring among the children and youth and took
the initiative in preparing, preventing and solving the existing problems together.

Community preparation included research team building and development of

concepts adjusted to the task. The research team also gave significance to preparation of the



participatory process starting with community preparation, review of local information and
coordination at different levels. This resulted in a positive attitude toward research by the
persons involved including learning and listening to other people’s opinions with open
minds, exchange of ideas and experiences, and self-confidence in voicing ideas, as evidenced
by joint meetings. The research was conducted in parallel with the prevention and solution of
problems through various activities such as music group and child and youth networks.
These activities positively influenced their use of time and behavior, including reducing and
stopping drinking, noise, and quarreling within the community.

The results of this study showed that participatory action research provides
opportunity and empowers the people in the community to determine their own direction
and measures to prevent and solve of the problems of children and youth. = This was done
through group activities by using the social and cultural capital based on faith in local

wisdom and the strength of the community.



