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ABSTRACT

The research on was a qualitative research in which the researcher had
collected data through participating as part of the group and in the activities done in
school with Mathayom Suksa 3 students of a boarding coed school in Mueng Chiang
Rai District. The research employed case study in which two cases were included
taking 9 months. The instrument used included the researcher’s daily anecdotal
record, observation form, sound recording while engaging in the conversation, and
interview.

The findings reveal that:

1. The family context that opened for the opportunity for self-management

of the cases was characterized by providing freedom and opportunity for decision
making as well as problem coping and solving. Besides, the community’s cultural
environment had good attitude towards girl love girl relationship. Such atmosphere
facilitated the construction, arrangement and management of self of girl love girl
individuals so that it could exist in meaningful way.

2. The school context was seen as the place that provided freedom for the

students to present themselves. It promoted the actualization of the students’ capacity
of their choice without any gender discrimination. It allowed the students to express
their capacity under the self and identity of girl love girl. Moreover, the student-
centered instructional arrangement focused on team work and at the same time
stressed the significance of individual difference. Such atmosphere consequently
opened for girl who loved girl to be able deal with the social environment and
meaningfully construct themselves by training themselves to be able to successfully
engage in various school activities.

3. Regarding peer context, the cases could manage themselves by moving up

the leadership status of the peer group and constructing self and identity as well as
maintaining consistency and recognizing social distance between themselves and each
of the friends. They chose to present themselves as girl who loved girl along with the
activities they had engaged. Friend readily accepted the cases as their leader who were
capable and good friend who could take care of friends in the group. The cases were
the one who initiated the advancement in men’s manner but chose to maintain the



relationship as a detail-focusing woman who could understand womanhood of their
female friend as did for themselves. Such self-management led the cases to become
meaningful individual who were acceptable by their peers.

4. Their self-management through the fluid identity on gender allowed the

cases to choose female or male roles as they wished. They began with defining
themselves as girl who loved girl and who were free to become a women without
subordinate status as in the ordinary heterosexual relationship. They chose to advance
rather than waiting to respond and had the opportunity to choose the love in than to be
chosen to love. All these conditions helped the cases to manage themselves without
much constraint and to be girl who loved girl to respond to their quest for happiness.



