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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research, namely, Changes in" Agricultural Production
System of Communities in the Northern Irrigation Area, were to study changes in agricultural
production system, and of the relationship system concerned with the changes in agricultural
production system in the northern irrigation area.

Data were collected by the use of non-participant observations, in-depth
interviews, and informal interviewing with the key informants. The collected data were
examined, then, identified according to the issues and grouped for further analyses according
to the research objectives.

The research results were as follows,

The change in agricultural production system in the old days was a self-
consumption within the households, while the remaining would be sold out to the others. The
local technologies used were based on animals. The instruments could be produced within the
communities. Labors were from the households, kinships, and neighbors as labor exchanges.
Barter system between rice and other necessities were used elsewhere.

Afterwards, the old pattern of production system was changed into an annual
production system.  Economic crops relying on modern technology was applied in the
agricultural production system. Monetary capital used came from the capitalists, merchants,
and brokers of factories and companies in the production system with committed missions
and contracts. Most modern agricultural instruments and machines were used to replace man
and animal labors since the soil preparation, transportation, and modern marketing application
instead of the barter system.



The modern agricultural production system caused the changes of community
relation system. Employing labor instead changed it from the mutual assistance or labor
exchange in the production system. This caused a reduction of relationship system in labor
exchange and mutual helps. The producers had to watch their production system closely,
causing a reduction of participating in other activities of the communities. However, the
producers formed their own group and built up a producer network for learning exchanges of
experiences, and also developing and solving the production and marketing problems.
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