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ABSTRACT

This thesis dealt with problems and needs of orphans whose either parent
had died of AIDS. Moreover, it also examined how the community treated and
assisted them.

Being of qualitative nature, the study relied on a veriety of data-collecting
methods, e.g., pariicipant and nonparticipant observation, in-depth and informai
interviews, focus group discussion, ect. Data verification and analyses were
undertaken periodically during field data collection. Then verified and analyzed were
classified, categorized, interpreted, discussed and summarized. Findings were as
follows:

The most serious problem was found to have been of psyc;hologicél kind:
lacking love, warmth and recognition from friends and the community; feeling lonely,
depressed and deserted, worried about the future, and in the dark as regards their
parents’ infection. The economic problem came second. Some orphans had little
money to buy food and cther basic necessities. Next, it was the educational
problem. The orphans lacked needed scholarships, instructional materials and
mentors to help teach and review their school lessons. Physically speaking, they
were found to have lacked nutritious food. Lastly, they were found to have been

socially excluded to a certain exient.




In addition, the study found that younger and older children had different
problems and needs. The younger children's problems and needs were more
focused on basic necessities required in daily living. On the other hand, the older
children’s problems and needs were more of the psychological and emotional
nature.

As regards the assistance the orphans received, it was found that their
immediate families had featured most prominentiy as their forefront helpers followed
by relatives, neighbors, teachers, the school and the community. Assistance
provided, however, primarily addressed the above 4 basic necessities.
Psychological and emotional support was very minimal. School and teachers
provided, on top of the provision of some educational scholarships, a certain degree
of psychological assistance.

Overall, community assistance was found to be rather limited. This was
due to the fact that the community itself stifl had rather limited knowledge and
genuine understanding about AIDS. Young children seemed to have received
basically adequate and comprehensive assistance while older children had
apparently lacked sufficient psychological and emotional help.

Factors leading or related to the above actual assistance comprised the
following: The community's correct knowledge and understanding about AIDS, and
its fong-established culture, kinship and social networking system; government and
community policies, and the beliefs about since and merits. The interesting point
here was that family and community assistant aboved cited had been provided in
accordance with their cultural and religious beliefs and practices concerning karma,
sins and making marits, which sometimes seriously affected the orphans' minds and
emotions. This is because, while trying to assist the children, the family and
community members sometimes repeatedly mentioned the sins and kramas of the

children's parents. Sooner or later, some developed their own inferiority complex.




In addition, the economic factor was also found to have played a key part,
If the help givers' economic status was rather high, they were able, compared to
those with lesser status, to give more help. On the other hand, orphans with

economically better-off families received less help from the community compared fo

their less fortunate friends.




