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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this research was to study the Buddhist monks’ consumerist behaviors
within the conceptual framework of consumer behaviors, containing pursuing type, possession and
collection types, and material usage types of the Buddhist monks. The conceptual framework was also
developed based on the application of the theories and concepts of social psychology, culture, and
nonformal education. This qualitative research divided the monks into three groups. Those were the
monks who were studying Bali and Sansakrit languages, those who studying the book of Tripitaka
(Apithama), and those who did not study anything.

This qualitative research was conducted within 1 vyear, using observations,
interviews, focus group discussion, and content and documentary analysis . The results of
the research were as follows.

The pursuing types of the Buddhist monks’ consumption were mainly performed by
the monks themselves with truthful transparency. The group of Bali and Sansakrit studying
monks, and non-studying group had this type of consumption together as a group, while the
Apithama studying group normally performed their pursuing type of consumption as a single
one or asking villagers or other friendly people to do for them . Most pursuing areas were in
Chiang Mai municipality because it was easy and comfortable enough for performing such

seeking behavior.



The research found that all three groups of Buddhist monks had types of
possession and collection. They collected and owned similar materials such as computer
sets, televisions, VDO, mobile telephones, CD players, radios and cassette tape recorders
and players, and electric fans. The usage type of consumption of the Buddhist monks
identified the learning behaviors in two different patterns. Those patterns were learning as
those of the non-Buddhist monks, and learning for self-development and Buddhism
development simultaneously. However, another group of Apithaama studying group made
use of technological materials and equipment for studying Dhamma or Buddha as well as
self-development.

All consuming behaviors did not emerge alone, but were generated from various
factors such as beliefs, values, learning needs, the objectives for being ordrained, religious
rites and practices, media, educational levels, comfortable transp ortation, brand name of

goods, and group regulations and rules.



