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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are: (1) to explore the way of thinking, the values and
behavior of the night-out women’s group in Mueang Chiang Mai District. (2) to examine the
conditions and factors which affect social learning groups and (3) to examine the transmission of
ways of thinking, values and behavioral patterns in the night-out women’s group. This research
uses group discussion, non-participant and participant observation and in-dept interviews. All
data was validated and analyzed in relation to the researcher’s conceptual framework. This thesis
research is presented as descriptive. The following are the conclusion:

The 7 cases of the night-out women’s group have constructed a subculture as a
mechanism of group cohesion and patterning. Moreover, they have given meaning to cultural
objects such as brand name or haute couture products, having a night-out, drinking and smoking.
These performances are viewed as signs of wealth, modernity, boldness and good taste and also
harmonize self style or rhythm with intra-group and inter-group. They buy males sex services,
give men aid as superior donor and exchange men intra-group. The women consider that this
behavior is fashionable, fascinating and superior over men.

Those women constructed a subculture as a method of self-determination. They had
faced broken homes, premarital sex, unhappy marriage life and marriage life, and meaningful
night-out friends. Their identities of constructed subculture were conditioned on their self-
presentations; that is, they freely exhibited the nigh-out subculture within their own group
particularly as special night-life places. In daily life, they behave as ‘ordinary” ladies do.

Finally, they learn and transform their subculture understanding rapidly such as the
subcultural value of different brand name products, how to live the night-life, subcultural ways of



interacting and giving meaning to men as sexual objects. In addition, they learn how to handle
conflicts caused by sharing men within their group because they want to maintain good friendly
relations.
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