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Abstract

This thesis was set out to examine such home school related issues as current state,
problems and feasibility. Home schools investigated were those within the Mueang Chiang Mai
District area and key informants comprised 25 home schoolers and educational experts. They
author had constructed. The Delphi technique was resorted to allowing two rounds of experts’
opinions. Afterwards, the author analyzed collected data using median, mode, and interquartile
range. Findings were as follows :

As regards the relevant factors aspect it was found that the very nature of the country’s
education system which heavily emphasized competition among students, imposition of
knowledge, etc., in home schoolers” opinions, had not been conducive io student learning. In this
regard, they felt home schooling was more realistically and naturally conducive to such learning
and more suitable to parents’ space. So Far, the problems were identified as follows : state
officials’ fear of losing educational provision power ; lack of state efforts facilitating learning in
the nonformal education sector ; inability to jointly make use of instructional media and materials
with regular schools ; parents” lack of confidence in knowledge transfer system ; and the families’
own lack of trust and confidence in the value of home schooling itself.

As regards the home schooling process it was discovered that involved Families had
Studied the Ministry of Education Basic Education Curriculum as their main guideline.
Subsequently, they came up with Flexible time schedules to suit their children’s interest priorities,
altered certain portions of its contents in order that they learn from contemporary situations in a
connectedness manner and that learning take place at all times, in all places and situations.

However, the problems did emerge. Parents had to go out and work. So they had little or no time



to handle their children’s educational concerns. Furthermore, given the existing separation of
education from Families, system of Fierce competition driven by consumption-oriented
capitalism, the entire educational system inevitably and only served the interest of the state and
private sectors.

As regards outputs it was found that the children’s knowledge and competencies were
quite satisfactorily good, having systematic critical thinking and problem solving skills and
capable of clearly identifying problems and diagnosing their causes. Nevertheless, certain
problems remained. The Children’s Village School in Kanchanaburi Province, the unit
responsible for evaluating home schooling, still did not have its branches in various provinces.
Moreover, society had yet to' witness home schooling concrete products.

As regards the experts’ opinions on the feasibility issue it was found that they all agreed
with home schooling and believed it was possible on a number of condition. Among them were
Families have to possess knowledge and understanding about home schooling ; child-rearing
practices based on sound rationality, flexibility, ets. Parents have to have more time for their
children, enough space and necessary learning media, and appropriate learning models. The state
or educational service arcas have to lend sufficient support, be they in the forms of policies,
budget, media and law (s) quaranteeing home schoolers’ autonomy in conducting their home
schooling matters. Moreover, they must promote among themselves home schooler support
networks so that they can turn to one another for assistance and have as many learning/knowledge
sources as they can.

As regards the process most experts agreed with this idea and believed the following to
be most likely : the use of official curriculum as a guideline ; flexible curriculum ; learning
management planning ; leamning activity management in such a way that children can learn what
they are interested in from skilled teachers directly ; study trips to learning/knowledge sources ;
children’s actual doing what they are interested in at the moment ; a larger number of state-
sponsored evaluating agencies scattered around educational service areas ; and a more
comprehensive knowledge transfer scheme in every area.

As regards outputs/products most experts were of the opinion that children will possess
knowledge, skiils, competencies, language skills, positive attitudes, and satisfaction from home

schooling.
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