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Abstract

The objective of this independent study was to explore the situations of investment and
benefit of strawberry growers in Bor Kaew Sub-district, Samoeng District, Chiang Mai Province in
the 2002 year of planting. A purposive sampling method was used basing on the size of planting
plot not over 5 rais and on the planting methods. The sample was 23 growers, dividing into three
groups in accordance with the methods of planting: (a) Group 1 -covering the plant plot with
leaves (Dipterocarpus tuberculatus Roxb,) and applying water and fertilizes by using dripping
jrrigation system; Group 2 -covering the plant plot with leaves and applying water and fertilizes by
using sprinkler irrigation system; and Group 3 -covering the plant plot with plastic sheet and
applying water and fertilizes by using dripping irrigation system. Data were collected through
uses of interviewing and participatory observation. .Data were then analyzed by using frequency,
percentage, categorizing, and analytical conclusion.

The results of this research were as follows:

The majority of growers planted strawberry on their own land lot and used their own
labor. Howe\;'er, the labors were hired from other place during the times of harvesting, picking and

packaging. For the investment, the growers got a loan from various monetary sources. When



analyzing production costs -fixed and variable costs, along with considering the threé methods of
planting, it was revealed that Group 1 and Group 3 invested the same amount of fixed cost at
26,832 Baht per rai and Group 2 invested at 19,150 Baht per rai. For the variable cost, it showed
that the amount of variable costs of Group 1 and Group 2 were equal at the amount of 67,010 Baht
per rai lwhereas that of Group 3 was at 64,160 Baht per rai.

As for the amount and the price of product: the average product per rai was 3,800
kilograms and the average price was 49.75 Baht per kilogram. As a whole picture, when the
depreciation value was computed the net benefits of investment were 108,584.25 Baht, 110,427.50
Baht, and 11,434.25 Baht per rai for Group 1, Group 2, and Group 3 respectively.

Furthermore, a health sanitation was explored and found that some growers had an
allergic reactions to chemical substances-pesticides and herbicide, and to strawberry leaf. The
problems of growers also were revealed. The weather condition was changeful and the growers
lacked of money for investment. In addition, the product at nearly the end of season was abundant
that made the buyers had advantage on the growers in terms of setting the price and quality by the

buyers.



