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Abstract

This Thesis was aimed at examining changes regarding the community
social relationships and economic impact caused by the grouping together of rural
community women. The researcher coliected needed data via interviews,
observations and group discussions. Data sources comprised agriculturists
housewives group, its committee, their husbands, a village committee, agriculturists
group, a crematorium group, an elderly group and general villagers. Collected data
were subsequently cross-checked, classified, analyzed and descriptively presented.

Summarized findings were as follows: |

As regard relationships within members' families their role and functions
remained unchanged. Joining the group even helped them develop themselves
better and learn new things which proved useful in making additional income for
their families.

Joining the agricultural produce-processing group, dividends from the
saving's fund and cooperative store, wages gained from ac’tuglly engaging in the
group’s or their own processing activities, etc., accounted for such increased

income.




However, their relaticnships with kins and neighbors were found to have
changed. There was increased interdependence. Moreover, there were also
increased relationships with community-based groups and organizations. The
women, for example, joined those groups and organizations as commitiee members.
As a consequence, their chances of becoming leaders in various circles naturally
increased.

Economically speaking, joining groups obviously brought those women
increased inccme as noted above. In cases they were not group members, their
income derived from their labour in various group activities.

As regards the expense side joining groups and their additicnal income-
generating activities meant an investment of some sort.. Increased sociability,
though of an income-generating kind, almost always resulted in more social
expenses. As far as groups were concerned, their expenses came from hiring
pecple to work for them and paying their members for their officially assigned trips,
their participation in or attendance at formal meetings and training sessions.

Mcreover, thew were able {0 obtain low interest loans from both
community-based and external funds for investing in commercially oriented
agricultural produce processing activities making it ultimately possible for them to
rid themselves of all existing debts and/or considerably reduce their amount.

Finally, as regards impact ubon the community woman grouping essentially
brought about better community relationships, new occupations and employment

possibilities, and increased income for the whole community.




