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Abstract

This thesis was set out to examine leisure time-spending patterns and self-

identification of teenagers in Chiang Mai City area. They comprised 10 public upper
secondary education students. Data collection was made possible via field observations and

interviews with those students, Collected data were subsequently cross-checked, classified,

analyzed, and descriptively reported.

Findings were as follows :

They had leisure time both at home and at school. At school, boys normally spent
their leisure time playing soccer, basketball, guitar; chatting with friends; reading comic
books; and taking addictive substances. Girls, on the contrary, spent their leisure time
chatting with friends and reading comic occasional gambling, and periodically involved in
quarrels. As regards ater-school-to-8 p.m. leisure time at home male youth often got together
and engaged in such activities as playing sports and snooker games, frequenting shopping
centers, etc. Female youth occasionally frequented shopping malls. After 8 p. m., those
teenagers who stayed home often played guitar, listened to music, watched television, drew
pictures, and played computer. Some male teenagers went out drinking or playing snooker.
Over the weekend, both male and female teenagers spent their leisure time visiting shopping

malls, tourist atiractions, markets, and other community-organized festivals.



As far as self-identification resulting from the leisure time spending was concerned,
teenagers were found to have exchanged ideas and values aimed at effecting group unique
characteristics. Sometimes, they modeled their behavior on that of successful figures,
observed group values, and adopted certain values from families, relatives or famous

individuals they admired. At other times, they simply did what they wanted to do and2or

preferred.



