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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at probing issues related to child rearing practiced by rural
families engaged in traditional agriculture. At the same time, it examined changes in
agricultural patterns and practices as well as their impact upon child-rearing patterns and
practices.

Data collection relied on group discussions and informal in-depth interviews key
informants who comprised members of 5 traditional agriculture families with 2-5 year-old
children and 5 modern agriculture ones also with 2-5 year-old children. Collected data were

subsequently cross-checked, classified, analyzed, and analytically and descriptively

presented,

Findings were as follows:

As far as child rearing in traditional agriculture families was concerned, it was
found that all members of the families, be they nuclear, extended ones or those in which
children were not living with their parents, had somehow or other taken part in bringing up
the children. This was so because members of such families did not have to spend much
time tending their crops the way those of modemn agriculture families did. Therefor, they had
time to help look afier the children. Particularly, since mothers did not have to go to work in
the field everyday, they were able to spend more time with their offspring breast-feeding

them, giving them good and nutritious food, and taking good and close care of their health



both at normal times and when they were sick. Moreover, children of these families were
sent to the child development center later than those of the Gther type of families, normally
when they were 3 years old and up.

Agricultural pattern and practice changes affected child rearing in a number of
ways. For example, family members had less and less time with the children since they had
to pay more attention to, and subseciuently spend more time on, the crops they had planted in
order to obtain quality produce the market needed. Adult members of the families had less
time to devote to the children’s health and dietary needs. The farmer’s relationships and
interactions with the latter be less and less frequent, quantitatively and qualitatively.
Mothers in the modem farming families had to go out to work even when their babies were
still very young. The rearing burden inevitably fell upon other family members or hired
caretakers/baby sitters. When those babics began to walk or turned approximately one-and-
a-half years old, parents or custodians would wend them to the village child care and
development center where they were taken care of from morning to evening, Mondays to
Fridays. The only times those children had with family members were those following a

return from the child care and development center and/or over the weekend.



