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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at examining social and political background of
villagers collectively demanding land to work on as well as socio-political processes
adopted. The researcher collected needed data via participant observations and
in-depth interviews. Key informants comprised formal and informal leaders,
members of the demanding committee, the elderly people, Buddhist monks and
government officials working in the community. Collected data were cross-checked,
classified and analyzed according to predetermined conceptual and theoretical
framworks. Analyzed results were descriptively and analytically presented.

Findings were as follows :

The demand began with 57 leading villagers who had earlier been
ordained by respecied monks. They met and discussed ways and means to tackle
the problems of land holding and land use in public forest areas designated by the
authorities as animal pastures.

Socio-political processes employed initially characterized by the
predominant utilization of community-based available social networks. Later, such
networks were expanded outside the community embracing learning and
information exchange processes related to people's participation-based land

management practices. It was also found that villagers had relied on protest rallies



in demanding the fand to work on and presented their demands to every
government. The approach, obviously posing a crucial challenge to state power,
was proved to be most successful in handling the villagers' land-to-work on problem
thus far. And in the process, the issues of community rights, social networking, and
especially information exchanges were addressed and well internalized. In each
stage of the decision-making process, villagers were found to have taken into
consideration as regards who were sufficiently knowledgeable and capable and
who were not. Moreover, in determining alternatives, villagers were found to have
brainstormed among themselves making full use of each attending participant's past
experiences. Once the choices were made, they turned for advice to the community

elderly people, Buddhist monks and nongovernmentat organizations' personnel.



