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Abstract

This thesis examined issues related to beliefs in spirits, their transmission methods
and mechanisms, and mechanisms, and their impact upon community members’ social
behavior. In collecting needed data/information, the researcher relied on observations and
interviews with key informants comprising Buddhist
monks, community members in general, community leaders, ritual performers, the elderly
villagers, and surrogate figures representing relevant spirits. Collected data/information were
subsequently cross-checked, anatyzed and interpreted according to predetermined conceptual
framework and theoretical postulates. Research results, then, were descriptively and
analytically presented. And findings were as follows :

Beliefs in spirits were those traditionally used by community members to control one
another’s social behavior. One of such beliefs was that about ancestor spirits used to control
community youngsters’ sexual behavior.

The transmission process involved was rooted in the community very ways of life,
mores, traditions and culture indistinguishable from routine living activities and life learning.
It was the very process that enabled individuals and the whole community to continue living
and functioning. However, it was found to have been continually transformed by ever
changing social changes taking place within the community.

Past and present transmission methods were found embodied in mores, traditions,

cultural practices, community rules and regulations, taboos, daily routine conventions,



criticisms, gossips, reprimands and sanctions, verbal and physical punishment, proverbs, etc.
Transmission agents comprised families, peer groups, local school, occupational groups
religious representatives, and the mass media.

Mechanisms involved in the transmission process predominantly featured
community interpersonal relationships such as those within individual families, with the
elderly, local monks, folk experts, community leaders, and kins. The entire process resulted

in learning and behavior as dictated by the community very way of life.



