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Abstract

The purposes of this thesis were to collect information concerning history, original and
development of the Karen community and to study back-strap hand-weaving occupation of the
Karen in Phra Bat Huay Tom, Li distict, Lamphun province. Data were collected through a
documentary search and interviewing community female leaders and homemakers, the
representatives of personnel from the promotion organizations, community leaders, and people
who enter cloth weaving. An observation form along with interviewing concerned people was
also used for collecting data. Data were then categorized into set and analyzed in accordance
with the research objectives. The result was presented in the form of descriptive explanation.

The results of this research were as follows:

1. History, original and development of the community: These Karen immigrated
from several provinces in the upper northern Thailand. With the faith in Kru Ba Wongsa, they
came and settled this community in B.E, 2513. The community was announced to be an official
one in B.E. 2519, Its economic in the past was dependent on agriculture. Afterward, the

agricultural production was not sufficient for living, people turned to live their lives on serving



for hire and trading. The community’s culture and tradition were inherited from their old
community, for examples, a new year celebration and marriage tradition. Because the marriage
tradition was closely related with cloth weaving, therefore weaving knowledge has been taught to
Karen lady only. In B.E. 2521 the government sector had provided and constructed public utility,
including the program of educational opportunity expansion, for the community. This affected
the ways of Karen’s occupation to be changed.

2. The process of cloth weaving and guidelines for designing cloth: In the past they
wove cloth in simple way, based on the nature and environment of the community in terms of
materials and supplies including the process of weaving and the development of fabric’s quality.
The designs were also made for using in family. However, the process of weaving in present still
apphies the old method except the materials and supplies were bought instead of doing them by
themselves. The fabric developmént and dyeing taught by various organizations concerning with
cloth promotion. Moreover, the objective of cloth weaving was changed from for family usage
mto for selling business.

3. This occupation has a clear pattern of operating the business. This is to say thata
group of people in the cloth weaving occupation was set up. The group was received the support
and training from the organizations concerned both public and private sectors. Lamphun
Development and Aid Center for Hilltribe, The Royal’s Project Foundation, and Highland
Agricultural Extension Center were the examples of said organizations. The organizations
provided the promotions of production (weaving techniques and product designs) and marketing
management, training and funding. The products were sold directly to customer and through
middleman. Selling promotion was done through use of advertisement. As for the occupation’s
problems: the problems concerning the promotion’s task were that the training was not
continnously provided and the funding was not sufficient. The producers also had problems. The

product was not meet the market’s requirement, both in product’s quality and its” application.



