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Abstract

This thesis was aimed at probing models and structures of patron-client
relationships operant in the community's social, political and economic system as
well as conditions/factors affecting those relationships.

The researcher collected needed data via participant and nonparticipant
observations, semistructured interviews and focus group discussions. Collected
data were subsequently crosschecked, classified, analyzed and interpreted.
Findings were as follows:

Operating relationships featured as power and interest-based ones
among community members themselves and between community members and
oOutsiders. Such bases were characterized by unequal exchanges within the existing
social, political and economic context.

Relationship models, reflecting involved parties’ express behavior, naturally
varied as follows: asking for an empioyment favor, looking after one another during
sickness, asking for a car-ride, depending on well-to-do neighbors in daily life, etc.
Those refationships were both direct and indirect ones. Navertheless, they were
primarily driven by and directed at spiritual rather than physical or tangibel interests

and long-lasting.



Such relationship models sprang from the community's political structure
which emphasized individual power and role differences reflected in the nature of
bipolar relationships between, for example, a village head and a village committee
member, a village committee member and a common villager, a former village
leader and a common villager, etc. Again, resultant relationships were both direct
and indirect ones.

In the economic sphere, relationship models resulted from the fact that the
community had adopted the commercially oriented production practices which
required a huge investment, inevitably making villagers dependent upon both
internal and external production capital.  Therefore, villagers had to relate
themselves, directly and indirectly in a patron-client manner, to other individual.
Such dependent relationships resuited in paired relationships, for example, between
a capitaiist and a leader of franchised orchard groups, between such a leader and a
member of such a group, and between such a group member and a Wage garner,

Conditions affecting those patron-client relationships comprised such
social ones as need for employment, need for health care during sickness, need for
a car-ride, need for a better life, etc.; such palitical ones as a bureaucratic system
and community leaders; and such economic ones as commercially oriented
production and need for income.

Factors affecting such relationships were, socially speaking, materialism:
politically, political rights and benefits/interests: eccnomically, the use of tand as
production capital, labor hire, information reception, etc.

Both conditions and factors were interdependent and in combination were
found to have influenced the rural community patron-client relationships under

study.





