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Abstract

The study was to examine internal and external factors which determined the success in the
non-chemical agricultural production launched by the successful farmers in the Mae Tha Sub-district,
Mae-On Branch District, Chiang Mai Province. The study employed qualitative research
methodology starting from documentary analysis to acquire theoretical framework and alternative
agricultural practices. The infonnaﬁ_on was collected by observation, non-structured interview , field
notes, focus group discussion, and the researcher’s participation in the commurity activities. Photos
were also taken to collect data. The researcher then analyzed, classified, and intcfpreted the acquired
information. The research report was done in term of description, explanation, and anaiytical
conclusion. The findings are as follows: Since the early days of setilement at the present community,
the villagers had relied on swidden farming and invaded the forest for the land to be cultivated using
mostly on human and animal labors. After the community had been exposed to the outside world, the
farmers were encouraged to increase their production through new technology such as using new
breeds, chemical fertilizer, insecticides, and the likes. All these had created problems in all aspects of
life including ecology and health. The farmers had begun to realize the adverse impact of such

innovation and 10 of them got together to solve the confronting problems and found out that



alternative agriculture was a way out. There were at least two factors involved in their success.
Firstly, the community’s internal factors such as the farmers awareness of ecological decline
conditions. The kinship relationship was still strong which allowed alternative agriculture idea to flow
through the network. Community organizations were strong . Secondly, the community’s external
-factors among which were the adverse results of the main-stream development leading the farmers to
look for an alternative. Some mass media helped publicize the success. Outside supports, particularly
those the NGOs, experience exchanging forum, and their linkage to outside learning network by
participating in the training, seminar, and study tour. Last factor was about the market which began to
respond to the non-chemical produces though the farmers did not stress on the export. These two
types of factors also jointly explained the success. Regarding the change in the successful farmers’
agricultural production, the farmers had passed through 3 periods of cultivation-rotational swidden
farming, cash crop farming, and the turning to the alternative agriculture. They adopted the alternative
agricuttural principle and adapted it to the unique conditions of Pa Nod. There were two kinds of
practices, organic farming, and mixed cropping. Each individual farmer had his/her own pace of
change. The changes were attributed to the push and the pull factors. Push and pull factors included

health, cost, toxic residual, marketing, debt and production process.



