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Abstract

This study was aimed to investigate 1) teaching situations of Thai
language in Prathom Suksa 1 using the Concentrated Laﬁguage Encounters(CLE)
approach to in Mae Wang District, Chiang Mai Province in the aspects of teaching
preparation, teaching procedures, materials, class atmosphere, evaluation, and problems
concerning teaching of Thai Language using CLE method. 2) opinions of teachers,
administrators, and the District supervisors concerning teaching organization of CLE
approach in Prathom Suksa 1 in Academic Year 1999. The population of this study
included 24 teachers, 23 school administrators, and 2 District supervisors totaling 49
persons. A set of questionnaires and a class observation form were used as instruments
for collecting data which were then analyzed through computing frequencies, percentages,

and descriptive analysis.



The major findings were as follows:

1. Regarding teaching preparations, most teachers planned their lessons
according to all five steps of the CLE approach, and they found learning objectives
selected from the teachers’ manual guiding the CLE organization of learning activities.
In the real class teaching, they had some activities adjusted due to limited time allocated.

Conducting each step of CLE, it was found that:

Step 1. Most teachers formed semi-circle class seating to develop readiness to
learning. They mainly employed a word-stressing technique and pauses. Step 2. They
involved students in role plays in order to stimulate confidence in self-expression, as well
as participation in activities by allowing students perform activities together and
encouraging not confident students. Step 3. Most teachers stated learning objectives as to
enable students to identify alphabets, to write them and to relate them with sounds. They
had students say words or statements and watch while their teachers slowly wrote each
letter by letter to show them how to write. They also trained students to be creative in
thinking and imagination through drawing illustrations relating to the content subject or
experiential charts in the paper sheets distributed by teachers. Step 4. They provided
students with paper sheets to make big books by planning in a group before working or
drawing of each sheet. Step 5. Most teachers stated learning objectives as introducing
games to enhance students’ learning of language structures, as well as language skills.
They selected games which students would enjoy, the level of difficulty was relevant to
students’ maturity, and all aspects of skills were developed. They divided students into
groups only once and they worked together from Stepl until they finished that book.

Students worked cooperatively well but with less discussions and poor sharing of work.



They had students practices through workbooks. Those students who could read but with
incorrect writing were given spelling practices according to their problems.

2. Regarding usage of teaching materials, most teachers used teaching materials
namely; supplementary textbooks, tape recorders, stories and tales, songs and games, role
plays, and story reading.

3. As for the instructional atmosphere, most teachers employed student-centered
approach. Students participated in all steps of activities. Group process and democratic
principle were applied in stimulating students’ confidence in speaking, expression,
creative thinking and free imagination, as well as the positive interactions between
teachers and students.

4, Most teachers conducted measurement and evaluations to improve learning and
teaching after completing each step of teaching. They constructed their own instruments,
mostly found, included individual observation forms, and student port folios respectively.

5. Problems concerning the using of CLE approach. It was found that most
teachers did not thoroughly understanding of the principle and process of CLE so that
they spent more time in teaching activities than designated in the lesson plans. With regard
to students’ problems, they used local dialects which created confusing in communication.
As for t'he results of teaching, the problems included that some students could read but
found incorrect in writing. Students selected the textbook that contained too long content.
Problems concerning the teachers included teachers maintained and preferred the old

teaching methods.
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6. Opinions concerning the teaching of Thai language using CLE approach.
Teachers strongly agreed that using CLE helped students develop self-confidence in
speaking, self-expression. Success in using CLE effectively was the results of personal
characteristics. Regarding administrators’ opinions, they strongly agreed that the CLE
method based upon educational psychology helped create warm feelings in students’
learning, good relationship among teachers and students. Students were encouraged to
practice all four language skills Listening, speaking reading and writing, to develop self-
confidence in speaking and expressions. Regarding District supervisor’s opinions they
strongly agreed that students were encouraged to practice all four Language skills. Success
in using CLE effectively was the results of teacher’s personal characteristics. They

needed to be closely supervised even though they had joined several workshops.



