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Abstract

This thesis was a qualitative attempt to delineate and analyze the various civil
society components of social actions undertaken by a Northern rural community. The
attembt was based on the assumption that community culture-based social actions
themselves naturally contained such components as conceived by Thai scholars and
educators. The study site was Huanam Village, Silalaeng Sub-District, Pua District of Nan
" Province relying on sociological. anthropological and nonformal education concepts as an

analytical framework during the field investigation process. The field wdrk was conducted

during 1997 - 1998,



The researcher found that social actions undertaken by such community members
had stemmed from the community’s own daily life-oriented learning process within its unique
culture, itself regulated by naturally and religiously observed beliefs, traditions, mores and
rules.  Moreover, those social actions themselves constituted a learning process
guaranteeing the community’s own survival amidst various impinging fbrces. State
development processes and projects as well as the free market system penetration from the
outside, themselves constitute those impinging forces, did play a crucial part in shaping
" comimunity actions as a means to fight against such forces. Those community social actions
were found to have continuously recreated and reproduced themselves.

Key civil society expression of those community social actions was the act of
banding together in groups undertaking various activities intended to tackle and cope with
community problems on a continuous basis. Group members jointly worked to come up with
solutions to those problems driven by the common sense of sameness which, itself, was
deeply rooted in community’s age-old cultural interactions. Resulting group activities clearly
demonstrated the presence and existence of what was academically called public or
collective consciousness. Community members had come to realize that their any social
actions did have an impact upon any changes taking place within their own community.
Therefore, such social actions were in a sense expressions of a kind of power to control and
handle what was going in the community with dignity. At the same time, they amounted to
life-oriented learning processes whereby community members were able to chart their own

destiny and courses of action in the face of ever changing natural and socia! circumstances.



