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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study child - rearing and factors
concermning the rearing of preschool children in foster families in Phayao Province. it was
qualitative research design to study six foster - preschooler cases .. The instruments  used
in coliecting data included ; 1) field notes -- in observing, non participatory observing, and
informal interviewing, and 2) analytical forms . The data were analyzed through componential
analysis and comparison techniques, and were presented in descriptive details . The
research results were as follows :

All the foster - parents werg the children’ s own grand parents. They stressed the
imporiance of the children’ physical development by providing them with nutritious food
preparation, relaxation, exercises, and physical hygiene. The children were well looked after
according to the families’ economic status so that they treated the foster- parents as their own
parents. The foster - parents loved them and let them do as they liked so that they were
overprotective, spoiled and unreasonable. They were rarely and inconsistently trained and
taught about moral, good manner, and hygiene habit . They learned almost everything through
direct experience with their environment- -playing, observing ,and imitating other people’ s
activities including their foster - parents . They were provided with less educationz! materials |

toys or activities at home .



A. The patterns of child - rearing in foster famities found included :

1. Most foster — children were form the divorced families as welt as the families
whose parents had to work in the far — off places .

2. Foster - parents were fully , partially and without supported financially by the
children’ s parents.

3. The children adopted their foster - parents’ sex roles.

4. The children loved and felt attached to their foster - parents as if they were
their natural parents. |

5. The foster - parents coutd make the children accept their family status.

6. The foster - parents were very supportive of everything the children did.

B. The factors affecting child rearing practices of foster families found included :
1. Economic status of the foster — family and financial support from the
children 's parents.
2. The personality of foster - parents and the children .
3. Age and educaticn of foster - parents .
4. The foster — parents’ ways of earning their living and the numbers of
members in the famity.

5. The children' s peers found in the neighborhood.



