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Abstract

This study was set out to examine and identify the state and problems of
language laboratory use in schools under the Office of Mae Sariang District Primary
Education, Mae Hong Son Province. A group of 181 school administrators, teachers
directly responsible for language laboratories and classroom teachers served as the study
sample.

Findings were as foliows:

Adrhinistratively speaking, it was found that most laboratories refied on the power
generated and provided by the Provincial Electricity Generating Authority; their location
was fairly suitable and they were ready for immediate use; materials and equipment were
inadequate; most teachers who made use of such laboratories had not undergone proper
training; schools did appoint, officially, teachers to be in charge as well as established
clear schedules and plans for their use; but schools did not have sufficient budget to

support their operations.



As regards their actual use it was found that schools did prepare proper
printed materials and supervision boards; students actually used them approximately
1-2 hours per week, mostly for English lessons; videocassettes comprised the main
instructional media and master controls were operated to contact through loudspeakers
with students; schools did keep records of laboratory use and organize public relations
activities on a continuous basis; despite the absence of laboratory use evaluation, most
questionnaire respondents felt that their school language laboratories were maximally
useful and worthwhile.

As far as problems are concerned, it was found that the majority of questionnaire
respondents felt budget allocation was most problematic followed by inadequate materials
and equipment and lack of such instructional activity supporting media as videocassettes
and tape cassettes. Furthermore, it was also reported that schools lacked knowledgeble
and skilled personnel to operate, maintain and repair laboratory equipment and related
materials. Other problems had to do with the use of computers and master Cbntro!s.

Lastly, evaluation of school fanguage laboratory use as a whole was still reportedly lacking.



