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Abstract

The purposes of this research, namely Practices of a Neo-Doctrine
Belief in Communities, were: firstly, to study practices relating to the beliefs
in neo-doctrine of a community; and secondly, factors concemning such practices.
This qualitative research was conducted in Yuwa sub-district, Sanpatong District
"of Chiang Mai Province. This community was initially found involved in leaming
system of Jorei doctrine at Chian-g Mai Keo-Kai Centre, Nonghoy Sub-district,
Muang District, Chiang Mai Province. The centre is around 20 kilometres
far from the community. Relationships between both the community and centre
were closely related on the basis of the neo-docirine.

This qualitative resea:ch. employed a multi-technique to collect data
such as participant and non-participant obgervations, formal and informal
interviews  with 15 particularly selected interviewees. The selection was made
from the people who lived in the same community and also the members
of the new Yorei doctrine at high and lower ranking levels.

The findings of this research may by concluded as follows:

A community was the member of the Jorei neo-doctrine in which
the beliefs and faiths aimed at raising its villagers' quality of life. Some examples

of such life betterment were to be out of disease, poverty, and to have




better standard of living without any social conflict and  quarell. There were
a number of communities becoming the members of such neo-doctrine, but
most of their villagers were rather economically poor with low education.

The doctrine was found as an attempt to establish network of its
concept and beliefs. Such establishment was spreaded rapidly. Therefore, there
was an increase of its members both in urban and rural areas. However,
this study found that the doctrine had its own unique principles, concepts,
rite and practices different from thaose of other religions. The distributions
of such ritual and conceptual practices were emerged from Keo-Kai Centre
which have functioned as its centre.

The study found that when the vilagers as the members of the
Torei neo-doctrine had brought over the beliefs and faiths into their villages,
they did not follow the whole practices as initially guided by the docirne.
They integrated their own beliefs into the Jorei neo-doctrine’s thoughts. As
a consequence, such integration resulted in a creation of a new local Yorei
based on the villagers' beliefs and practices in Buddhism, Bhramanism and
animism mixed with the original thoughts of Torei. Their pattem of living
might bein a different way from that of other villages, such as the beliefs
in “Phra Sr- Araya-Metrai- the Supreme or next Buddha", but still paying
a respect toward the currently respected Buddha.

The degree of religious and belief integration of the villagers and their
comrunities could be affected by 4 dirmensional factors. Firstly, a personal facter
relating to ages and sex could influence to integrate the new beliefs with
their local conceptual practices distinctively. For example, the aged males could
lead such integration much better than that of the females or children. The
second factor was relating to social, economic and local cultural aspects. Such
gecond factor could lead the communities to believe in super nature increasingly

by integrating various kinds of beliefs together. The third factor was concerned




with learning situations in the locality. Most of the leaming situations could
be found in the villagers’ families and informal leamning context, with a supporn
from socialization directly and indirectly. The fourth factor was relating to
a beneficlal aspect of the neo-doctrine (Forei Centre) and the community such
as income or social admirations.

Hence, an abstractive innovation particularly relating to community
beliefs could be as that the communities could integrate the new beliefs
with their local or indigenous beliefs and practices. That was the existing

belief pattern found by this research.




