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Abstract

The objetive of this research is to study the relationship
between education and culture of the commnity. The study put the
emphasis on educational systems provided for people in the commmity:
informal education, formal education, non-formal education. in
regards to culture, the study focused on way of 1life, production,
beliefs and human relations. All of data for this research were
collected from the community of the Karens, a minority group in Muang
Ngam Village, Mae Ai District, Chiang Mai Province.

The data of formal and non-formal education were gathered

through various means : searching . informations from materials,

gurriculums, reports, interviewing, and observing educational



activities existed. The collection of informal education and culture
related to the peple’s ways of 1life was based on non-structured

interviews, participatory and non-participatory observations.

All of the data collected were classified into catagories and
analyzed in order to show how education was related to community
culture . Then, the analysis was presented in form of description and
explanation.

From the study of culture, it was found that the culture of
production and activities related were rotated due to seasons and
climate. The productions'included planting, raising animals, bamboo
and textile weaving.

In terms of beliefs, the study found that there were beliefs
in nature and the supernatural among people who put values in ali
things around them. The culture of human relations was rather
systematic. Man was supposed to.be a center which is related to all
things around him Consequently, there were relationships between
man and man, man and nature, man and the supernatural. These beliefs
were illustrated through customs, rites, and various activities.

The study of education found that the informal education
which occurred by itself in the community was acquired by experience
from practical works. And what people learnt from the community
was mostly abont leading their lives : This kind of learning could
occur in any period of life. Beside the formal education which was

conducted directly by Muang Ngam School, there were also other state

working units operating non-formal education in the area. Those working



units included the Community Developmant Departmant, the Agricultural
Extension Department, the Health Department, the Vocational Education
Departmant, the Royal Forest Departmant, the Non-Formal Education
Department.
The research findings were as follows. The form of education
which was most relevant and appropriate to culture and way of life
of the community was informal education. Only certain contents and
‘projects of formal and non-formal education are relevant and
appropriate to culture and way of life of the community while some
others were neither relevant nor applicable to the situstions in

real life.



