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ABSTRACT

The research entitled “Changes of the Monks® Roles in Community™ is designed
to study the changes of monks’ roles in community , especially the community in Chiang
Mai city, including the cause of such change.

It is a qualitative research which was undertaken through informal interview,
participant observation, and focus group, including study.

According to data analysis, it is found that monks changed their role in
community in consonance with socio—cultural situation in different aspects : (1) u;mhanged
or little changed roles are religious propagation and cultural preservation, (2) obviously
declined roles is related to education for community, (3) the lost role is the community
leadership and medical treatment, and (4) new role involves social development,

in addition, this study revealed that the change of monks’ role is due is two
factors: (1(external factor , that is , monks changed their life-ways and roles because they
are influenced by socio-cultural changes, such as immediate access 1o news and information
through mass media and (2) internal factor, that is » monks to changed their roles because
the Ecclesiastical Organization encouraged monks to change by varicus means so that they
can change their roles in order to keep pace with other changes in society, such as

establishing the Sangha’s university and developing other organizations concerned.



