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Abstract

This research was aimed at analyzing and comparing the corespondence
between concepts, policies, objectives and activities of Parent-Teacher Associations
(PTA), overseas and nationally, as well as their supporting factors. The method of
research was a qualitative one. The data was collected from written documents
and from a secondary school's PTA in Chiang Mai. Recording forms were designed
to record the data from documents, observations and semi-structured interviews.
All data was checked, categorized, interpreted, analyzed and then descriptively and

explanatorily presented. The findings were as follows:



1. PTA founders are different. The foreign PTA was founded by parents
while the local PTA was founded on the school administrator’s initiative with
support from parents,

2. The main concepts in establishing a local PTA were taken from foreign
ones, so these were the same. Only some contents were slightly different, for
instance, those regarding child welfare and child rights protection, areas for which
the foreign PTA and the Congress of PTA Thailand were responsible.

3. The policies of the foreign and local PTA were the same in providing
support and cooperation with schools and other agencies.

4. The objectives of the foreign and local PTA within the framework of
parent education concepts were identical.

5. The activities of the overseas and local PTA were identical in te.rms of
parent education.

6. Factors that support the similarity of both PTAs were:

8.1 Founding Principles of the PTA
The philosophy of the overseas PTA was applied by the local Thai
PTA, so concepts, policies, objectives and activities were prihcipally the same.
6.2 Cooperation between the PTA and the school
The PTA and school cooperated in the establishment of the local
PTA in consultation with parents. Since parents approved, they learned the

concepts and their roles in the PTA.




6.3 Activities of the PTA
_PTA activities were mostly carried out by teachers who were PTA
members as well. Even though activities seemed to focus on school support, they
were still considered to be parent educational ones.
6.4 Heputation of the school
The school’s reputation, either in academic achievements or in other
areas, was enhanced, either in part or in full, by the PTA. This provided motivation

for parents and PTA to work closely with the schools.



