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ABSTRACT

This research was aimed to analyze the English language use in Japanese comics and to
develop the reading comprehension activities for lower secondary school students. The comics
employed in the analysis were the Japanese comics in the English language version titled Chi’s
Sweet Home, comprising volume 1 to volume 3 in 56 parts, written by Konami Kanata. The
comics were published by Kodansha, Ltd., Japan and have been translated to English language
version by Ed Chavez, Vertical, Inc., the United State of America. The samples were 37
Matthayom Suksa 2 students studied in English Course in the second semester of academic year
in 2011 at Naasai Wittayakom School, Lamphune.

The analysis of English language use in all 56 parts revealed that in the process of words and
pictures analysis, there was a good relationship between words and pictures. Readers could
comprehend a story easily. The analyzed data could be used as a teaching tool about the
relationship of meaning between pictures and words. In the process of collaboration between the
panels analysis, there was a connection of a story between one panel to another panel by the use

of repetition of pictures as a way of linking panels together. In the process of the voices of comics



analysis, there was fictional voices which made up of storytelling by using the speech balloon and
thought balloon. The comics used the representation of dialogue called direct speech and direct
thought but there was not reveal that the comics used the representation of dialogue called
indirect speech and indirect thought. In the process of the eyes of comics analysis showed that the
whole point of view is the point of view of the main character, the kitten named Chi, which
producing different stories in each part.

All three lesson plans comprised reading comprehension activities were evaluated to be
effective. The lesson plans were adjusted and developed during the teaching methods and after
the teaching methods. In addition, the result of using reading comprehension activities for lower
secondary school students disclosed that all students could have the total collected marks more

than 60%.



