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Abstract

The objective of this study was to examine an effectiveness of
research activities when applying participatory action: research
technique as a mean to facilitate reading habits of primary school
students.

On the basis of participatory action research technique, the
méin focus of this study was to promote the participation of
tri-pargies, i. e. the researcher, primary school teachers, and
parents, in the whole processes of activities aimed at facilitating
reading habits of primary school students. Two similar schools in
San Sai district were selected on the basis of several criteria. One
-‘was assigned as an experimental school where the designed research
activities were implemented. The other was assigned as the control

school where regular reading curriculum was employed.



The results of this study were : 1) Through the whole processes
of the promotion of reading habit program, the designed research
activities facilitated three levels of the tri-parties’ participation:
thinking process, doing process, and evaluating process. The
participation of the tri-parties in thinking process consisted of 5
activities : identifying the study problem, analyzing the causes of
the problem, proposing solutions, reviewing and selecting appropriate
alternatives, and designing activities. Each party participated in
doing process by conducting various activities designed to facilitate
students’ reading. After all activities were implemented, all parties
evaluated the effectiveness of the activities and students’ reading
habits. 2) It was found that approximately 60 percent of students in
the experimental school changed their reading behavior from reading
under assigning to reading without assigning. No reading behavior

change was found in students from the control school.



